
Working with the WNG System
An All-Day Seminar with Jude Reveley, RPT
of Absolute Piano Restoration, Inc. 

Arizona Piano Company, 4134 E Wood St, Phoenix, AZ 85040
Saturday, January 10, 2015, 8AM - 5:30PM 

Part 1: An Overview of WNG

The  Wessell,  Nickel  and  Gross,  Co.  is  historically  well  known  to  us  as  an  action
manufacturer for many American Classics. In recent times, since the consolidation of the
trademark with Mason & Hamlin, there is a new association with unparalleled innovation.
Not  since the barrage of  patents issued to Steinway in  the latter  part  of  nineteenth
century,  have  we  encountered  so  many  products  that  challenge  our  notions  and
traditional ways of working. Jude Reveley will share his extensive experience with what is
now becoming known as the WNG System, and he will do so from the perspective as a
rebuilder using these parts on many different pianos. Topics of discussion will include
working  with  composite  parts  in  the  action  and  backaction;  how  to  deal  with  the
extensive geometric choices, including knuckle and heel size and placement; anodized
aluminum keypins and capstans; stainless steel bridgepins; adjustable perimeter bolts;
and appropriate considerations for installation and service. 

Part 2: WNG and The Components of Tone

Part 2 brings the discussion into a practical demonstration that focuses on the “Why?” as
opposed to the “What?” regarding commonly asked questions about piano design. First,
we will explore the fundamentals of action geometry and their relevance to regulation
specifications by designing an action in class. This will  take special advantage of the
geometric choices available on WNG parts and will  be tested on an adjustable action
model.  By  examining  the  processes  and  procedures  involved,  we  will  relate  the
theoretical content with practical matters that pertain to function; and attendees are
encouraged  to  participate  in  this  demonstration  of  how  sound  design  leads  to  the
development of tone, power and repetition. 
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Preregistration is $40 until December 20
Registration is $50 after December 20
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623-533-6090
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Our speaker, Jude Reveley, RPT is a 
composition graduate of Berklee 
College of Music,  where he started his 
piano technician training on many 
pianos there.

His apprenticeship began at Piano 
Forte Inc. for a couple of years with 
Dennis Chambers. 

At the time George Crawford of 
Aardvark Piano Restorations was 
serving as the Boston Chapter 
President. George had just set-up his 
own shop and was one of the few 
people in town replacing soundboards. 
Jude became a part-time apprentice 
for George and stayed on for many 
years, rebuilding pianos for all the 
major educational institutions in town 
such as Harvard, Boston University, 
and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology.

Concurrently, in 2007  Jude founded 
Absolute Piano Restoration and 
Tuning to service a small clientele he 
had developed.

He has amalgamated many current 
techniques & procedures to present 
this step-by-step overview of all 
aspects of grand action rebuilding. 


