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JUNE 2014   

Chapter Meeting May 5th 2014 

The meeting was held at Az Piano and began at 7 PM with talk about the next 

meeting and other possible future happenings. Larry Cheatham wanted to 

share a letter from May of 1914 that he read to the group. It was essentially a 

recruitment letter from a music store in (Mason City?) Iowa to his grandfather, 

George Powell, who made a career as a piano tuner in that state. We also saw 

a photo of a very young Larry seated at a piano with granddad, and no doubt 

we can imagine where Larry’s inspiration to do this good work came from! 

Thanks for the interesting bit of family history. With no other business, we 

moved on to the evenings main event. 

 

The Technical Presentation 
 

Robert Springer gave a presentation that had been inconspicuously titled ‘Intro 

to Capstans’. This could be expanded to ‘Intro to Capstans as a Primary Con-

cept for studies of Simple Machines, or, Everything You Always Wanted to 

Know About Screws But Were Afraid to Ask’. It was evident that Robert had 

committed a good deal of time in preparation– there was a slide show with vis-

uals to accompany each aspect of the subject being covered. This included 

some very detailed information about every parameter related to how screws 

are measured and by what standard. The nomenclature of each component and 

other terminology was shown, and there were comparisons made between var-

ious types and examples given of  use and implementation. Robert also pre-

pared some interactive experiments that tested our aptitude and observations 

as we broke into several groups. In fact, he hit each of us individually through-

out the presentation with a ’spot quiz’ just to keep us on our toes! In closing, 

Robert explained the object of his capstan tightness comparison test that we 

took part in. He showed how and why he designed the experiment, the varia-

bles he factored in and how the results were measured and plotted in graphic 

form. Robert showed how a scientific 

approach can be applied to different as-

pects of piano rebuilding-capstans in 

this case,  and the results will be consist-

ently accurate. Thanks to Robert Spring-

er for a very interesting presentation and 

some excellent information about some-

thing so commonly encountered but of-

ten overlooked. 

Next Meeting- 
 

June 2 @ 7 PM –Az Piano 

 

Technical Presentation by  

Nick Gravagne 
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Also: 

 

PTG Convention July 16-20 

In Atlanta, GA 

  President  : 
     Eliot Lee, RPT 

 
Vice President: 

Lucas Hathcock, RPT 
 

Treasurer: 
Wendell Smock, RPT 

 
Secretary & Newsletter: 

Lyle Cherry 
 

Librarian: 
Steven Gevirtz 

 

 


