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FEBRUARY 2013   

Chapter Meeting - January 7, 2013 

The meeting, held at Az Piano, was called to order at 7 PM by President Eliot 

Lee. The first item of business was a discussion concerning the proposed joint 

RPT/Associate rebuilding project that is waiting to launch. A suitable piano 

has apparently not yet materialized, however, and Eliot presented the ambi-

tious idea of taking on a 9 foot Knabe which belongs to a client of his. The 

thought was to perform a complete rebuild, including a soundboard, and the 

query was made to Peg Browne about the possibility of that provision being 

furnished by Nick (Gravagne). Peg indicated that they are quite backlogged, 

but she would look into it. The topic was tabled pending further research. The 

request still stands for a decent rebuildable piano that anyone might care to 

donate for the benefit of the chapter. The floor was given to Peg and she pro-

vided updated information about the upcoming WestPac conference. She an-

nounced that our chapter will receive the sum of three thousand dollars from 

PTG for hosting the event, and that our first working session to prepare for it 

will be on Monday, February 25th, 6 PM at Az Piano (perhaps you’ve seen 

Peg’s email by now). We will be assembling registration packets and 

‘instructor gift bags’, as well as stuffing envelopes, etc. Please  plan on volun-

teering– we could really use the help and it would be most appreciated! Peg 

also mentioned the Saturday night ‘soiree’ that will be hosted by Ravenscroft, 

and how by happenstance she  booked our own Bill Kaye to perform. She re-

minded us of the Feb. 20th deadline to register without a late fee, and that the 

full class schedule can be found online only (as she displayed the brochure that 

had been mailed). Finally, to complete the business portion of the meeting, 

Wendell gave the Treasurer’s report: from a September balance of 11,020.72 

minus debits of 899.79 for Christmas dinner/supplies and sustaining member, 

plus credits for new member and exam fees of 195.00 and interest of 49 cents, 

the current balance is 10,316.42. 

 

With business complete, the meeting moved into the educational portion – not 

a piano-related ‘technical’ session as we are traditionally accustomed to, but 

an essential topic  for every type of business with regard to accounting and 

taxes. Eliot’s wife, Germaine, an EA (enrolled agent), is a tax manager with 

the Blau Company in Tempe, and  she arranged for her employer, who is that 

company’s Vice President, to talk to us about the subject. With that, Eliot in-

troduced us to Aaron Blau, EA, CPA, and Fellow of the National Tax Practice 

Institute. 

Next Meeting- 
Monday, Feb. 4th, 7PM @ Az 

Piano– Jim Coleman Sr. will be 

lending his incomparable talents 

in teaching techniques for count-

ing beats with the assistance of 

Mr. Galileo, et al. All of you 

diehard aural tuners, or wannabes 

(wannabe an RPT) shouldn’t miss 

this one! 

 

Monday, Feb. 25th, 6 PM @ Az 

Piano– work party for Westpac 

preparations-volunteers wanted!! 

 

March 7-10, WESTPAC III 

Don’t forget to register by Feb. 

20th– www.westpac-ptg.org 

 

No regular meeting in March       
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Mr. Blau is a second generation entity of the company founded by his father some 50 years ago-a company that specializes in tax 

accounting for small and medium sized businesses. With a warm personality and a ‘hipness’ of demeanor, he led us through his 

presentation of ‘Tax and Accounting Basics’ in a way that made an otherwise dreadful subject very informative and interesting-even 

entertaining at times. He described some of the basics of how taxes work and accounting definitions, then expanded on those con-

cepts with more detailed information about what constitutes income and the types of deductions one is allowed. He explained the 

breakdown of how tax on income is calculated on a progressive or adjusted scale, plus other components such as Social Security 

that is a mandatory flat tax. We were enlightened by what scenarios cause ‘red flags’ and how the IRS and even state agencies use 

certain formulas to determine what percentage they  know we get paid in cash! And if you thought barter was safe? Think again! 

There was a good deal of information given on what deductions to claim, and the reasons for them. Also, the importance of docu-

menting everything in order to substantiate those deductions in case of an audit. A number of strategies were mentioned, as well as 

the various ways of structuring a business. We were also informed of the different levels of tax preparers and their qualifications, 

and which ones in particular can actually represent you at an audit. A question and answer session wrapped things up. There are 

probably few of us who can really wrap our head around this subject. We’d rather just do our ‘thing’ and work on pianos, but it is 

one of those necessities, unpleasant as it may be, to fulfill our obligation and stay out of trouble! The more we can know about it, 

the more prepared we are each April 15th! Many thanks to Germaine Lee and Aaron Blau for the great information, and if anyone is 

in need of a real pro for your tax or accounting needs, these folks would welcome you for a consultation. They may be reached at  

(480) 946-7732 or www.blauco.com. The address is 1204 E. Baseline Rd. Suite 104, Tempe Az. 85283  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————

————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

From the President 

 

What is my legacy? 

 

Most of us are over 50, at least the median age of a PTG piano tuner is, as I am led to believe. Larry Messerly, our Western Region-

al VP said, "Most people have at least 7 career changes in their life." Whatever the case, we get to a certain age and we ask our-

selves, " What will my legacy be?" Not that it is so important unless we want to make a lasting impression on the world, most of us 

are just trying to make ends meet and stay alive. 

  

After we obtain a certain amount of success, we do wonder about this. I do at least. 

How will we be remembered? Wealth and material success shouldn't the benchmark. I know many miserable rich people. It is our 

work. If we butcher pianos, we lose clients and with a bad reputation anyone with a sound mind won't call us back. This is why con-

tinuing education is so important. However it isn't only our quality of work, it is also our etiquette. If we are too talkative or imperti-

nent it doesn't matter how good our work is, our customers will not feel comfortable being around us, so the chances are we won't 

be called back either. 

 

Not only is it our demeanor and skill set important but we also may still be concerned about our legacy. If we have a selfish disposi-

tion, and never help one another without expecting to be paid, how can we expect that of other people? This is why volunteering is 

so important. 

 

On the back of our PTG ID card, are 8 rules we should follow as members, if you don't have them on your Associate's PTG ID card, 

you will get them when you become registered.  

 

In following these simple guidelines, everything good should be imparted in our work. We each can make the world a better place 

and be in the hearts of those whom we help in the piano world and all the other facets of our life. 

 

Thanks, Eliot Lee, RPT 
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From: Phoenix PTG 
c/o Lyle Cherry 
13038 N 28th St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85032 

Map to our next meeting 

Monday, Feb. 4th at 7:00 PM 

               Az Piano 
              4134 E. Wood St. 
              Phoenix, AZ  85040 

 All expressions and opinions within this publication are solely those of the editor and contributors with every attempt 

of accuracy. The Phoenix Chapter of the Piano Technicians Guild is not responsible for unauthorized content.   

If you received this in print form and have an email address, please consider saving the chapter time,  material and 

postage by allowing us to deliver it to you electronically.  Thank you!                   Contact :   lcherry05@msn.com 


