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NOVEMBER 2012   

Chapter Meeting - October 1st, 2012 

Lucas Hathcock RPT hosted the meeting at his home in Tempe. Chapter  Pres-

ident Eliot Lee began with discussion of business items: (1). It has been decid-

ed that he Holiday Dinner will be held at the home of Mark and Dawn Purney 

in Mesa. Details TBA, but reserve the evening of December 3rd for this event . 

(2). There was further discussion about the WESTPAC III conference that will 

be at the Hyatt Regency in Phoenix on March 7-9 2013. It was recommended 

that we, as members of the host chapter, should consider staying at the Hyatt 

to fully enhance our experience and also for the convenience of being there to 

pitch in and help ( oh yes, we’re all going to get the call, so plan ahead!). The 

perfect time of year combined with the leadership of  Nick Gravagne and Peg 

Browne gives this the potential of being a great event and an opportunity for 

our chapter to shine in a big way! Check the website:  www.westpac-ptg.org 

and start thinking about being a part of this.   

(3). There was a mention that a requirement of PTG National  necessitates a 

local committee to review and approve new member applicants. This will be 

headed up by Jim Coleman Sr. (4). The subject of technical presentations at  

monthly meetings was brought up, and the need for folks to step up and volun-

teer.  January, February and April still need to be fulfilled by anyone who 

is willing to share a little knowledge, experience or skill– the subject matter is 

up to you. If a co-presenter or assistant is desired, there are plenty to ask, so 

please consider it. A small debate arose as to whether or not presenting a tech-

nical at the chapter level was a prerequisite to teaching regionally or national-

ly, but we all agreed it’s just good experience in general. (5). Finally, we 

talked about the possibilities of collaboration between RPTs and Associates. 

There are many RPTs who try to nudge others along toward advancement, and 

in that spirit, Eliot posed the question ’what can we do for you?’   The high-

light of this discussion was the idea that the chapter could begin work on a 

‘project’ piano. This would afford some folks the opportunity of experiencing 

a variety of the processes involved in rebuilding and perhaps also to nurture a 

sense of camaraderie within our ranks. Jim Sr. shared a story of how this very 

thing had been done when our chapter was formed-Glenn Brown  donated an 

old Steinway upright and everyone put in some time. As a result, the proceeds 

from the sale were used to seed the chapter bank account, and everyone bene-

fitted in one way or another.  Bill Abbott has agreed to donate an old upright, 

and Lucas will provide the workspace. Just a little motivation is the final in-

gredient  to get this cooking! Thanks to Eliot and all of the others for whose 

benevolence and encouragement is appreciated. 

Next Meeting:  Nov. 5th 
 

Featuring Del Fandrich 

Sandwiches, etc. at 5PM, 

Meeting starts at 7PM  

@ Az Piano 
 

Don’t miss this– it’s go-

ing to be a good one! 
 

Also, there may be some 

tools for sale at the meeting

– bring your wallet just in 

case!   

 

See you on the 5th! 
 

  President  : 
     Eliot Lee, RPT 

 
Vice President: 

Lucas Hathcock, RPT 
 

Treasurer: 
Wendell Smock, RPT 

 
Recording Secretary: 

Lyle Cherry 
 

Librarian: 
Steven Gevirtz 

 

 

http://www.westpac-ptg.org
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Technical Presentation-Soundboard Repair 
 
The technical was given by Lucas Hathcock RPT as he shared his experiences in the variety of soundboard 

repairs  he has been doing on an old pre-1920 Steinway upright.  It was a mere carcass of a piano that was on 

display– it had been stripped down to the frame with only the soundboard, bridges and case sides still intact. 

As can be expected, this poor relic had a significant degree of cracking, splitting, separating and the like. Lu-

cas discussed methods of drying the board in preparation of repairs and methods of gluing loose ribs, showing 

some of the clamping assemblies he uses. He demonstrated procedures for setting up a router guide and made 

suggestions on ways to cut the grooves and fit shims into them.  He also showed how he trims the shim materi-

al down flush with the board after the glue is cured and explained about sanding and finishing the final prod-

uct. There was some dialogue about bridge repairs– a forum style discussion on methods and materials for ei-

ther recapping or repairing with epoxy, etc., of which there were some good opinions and advice given. It was 

interesting to see a project of that magnitude in the works, and although Lucas has a long way to go, it appears 

to be progressing nicely. Thanks to Lucas for an informative session and answering a lot of questions!  

 

 Next Meeting-November 5th featuring Del Fandrich 

 

You won’t want to miss this!  Meeting starts at 7 PM, Sandwiches, etc. at 5 PM 

Please RSVP to Peg Browne  :  928-476-4143  or  pianotrek@hotmail.com  

 
Class Title: 

"The Art & Science of Piano Design" 

 

Class description: 

During this presentation we will discuss every important aspect of piano design and construction—the stringing scale, 

plate, soundboard and bridges, rim, belly structure, and hammers—showing how they fit all together in the Young 

Chang/Weber product line giving each model its individual and unique voice. In particular I'll discuss why certain 

changes have been made--what I saw as problematic with the original designs and how I went about solving those prob-

lems. 

 

Bio: 

Delwin D Fandrich, piano designer and builder, has been actively involved in the piano industry since the early 1960s 

and an active member of the Piano Technicians Guild since 1972. Fandrich worked as service manager for Oregon’s 

largest Steinway dealer, a position bringing him in contact with a variety of the major touring concert pianists. Increas-

ingly dissatisfied with the performance of most new pianos of the time, he began studying piano design and manufactur-

ing techniques, ultimately becoming Director of Piano Research and Development for the Baldwin Piano & Organ Com-

pany. In 1989 he became America’s only independent design and manufacturing consultant at the time. He designed and 

manufactured the 48” Fandrich Vertical Piano, which was labeled “revolutionary” by Larry Fine in The Piano Book, 

third edition. Utilizing his patented soundboard system, this piano has been called one of the best vertical pianos of its 

size ever built. Fandrich has written extensively on the subjects of piano design, manufacture, and acoustics including a 

long-running series of articles for the Piano Technicians Journal, “The Designer’s Notebook.” Fandrich lectures exten-

sively on piano technology and design topics in the U.S., Europe, Australia, and China. Over the past two year Fandrich 

has been working with Young Chang redesigning their entire product line and refining their manufacturing systems to 

improve build quality and performance consistency. Fandrich also designs and remanufactures pianos at his plant in 

Centralia, Washington. www.fandrichpiano.com 

mailto:pianotrek@hotmail.com
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From: Phoenix PTG 
c/o Lyle Cherry 
13038 N 28th St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85032 

Map to our next meeting 

Monday, Nov. 5th at 7:00 PM 

Az Piano  4134 E. Wood St. 
               Phoenix, Az 85040 
        

All expressions and opinions within this publication are solely those of the editor and contributors with every attempt 

of accuracy. The Phoenix Chapter of the Piano Technicians Guild is not responsible for unauthorized content.   

If you received this in print form and have an email address, please consider saving the chapter time,  material and 

postage by allowing us to deliver it to you electronically.  Thank you!                   Contact :   lcherry05@msn.com 


