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OCTOBER 2012   

Chapter Meeting - September 2012 

The September 10th meeting held at Az Piano came to order at approximately 

7PM as Wendell Smock entered the room to an enthusiastic round of applause 

and vocal fanfare;  his newly acquired RPT status didn’t go unnoticed!  His 

timely arrival was a convenient opportunity to begin the session with a Treas-

urer’s report: as of March 5, 2012, total credits were $2,005.00 and total debits  

of  $1,248.20. The current balance is $11,020.72.  The funding for a holiday 

get-together looks pretty good, and this was the subject of the discussion that 

followed. Eliot mentioned holding the event again at Lucille’s, if that was the 

consensus of the group, or, possibly at someone’s home, as had been done  

sometimes in the past. Rumor has it that the Purneys have offered to host if 

this is the case.  It was the opinion of some that the feeling was more casual 

and comfortable in a residential setting, and the possibilities of either using a 

caterer or doing a ‘pot luck’ were suggested. There was also a mention of 

making certain that there should be no confusion about whom a member could 

bring as a guest and what the chapter would pay for. It was determined that 

some exploration needed to be done to come up with the most viable plan, so 

discussion on the topic was shelved with the realization that arrangements 

would need to be made soon, whatever is decided.   If anyone has any ideas 

or suggestions-speak up! Your thoughts are always welcome and appreciat-

ed, even if you can’t attend all the meetings! The floor was then given to Steve 

Gevirtz for the technical presentation-see pg. 2. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

——————————————————————————————–— 

 

If you haven’t heard– some of the highlights from the National Convention 

this past July remind us of how well our chapter is represented at that level by 

a few shining and noteworthy examples: 

 

Nick Gravagne was bestowed a ‘Hall of Fame’ award and Mark Purney won 

the first place prize in the ‘Hum’-onious Technician contest with his ‘Skippy 

Vader’ video entry. For the PTG Auxiliary, Dawn Purney is President, and 

Cathy Coleman is Treasurer. Congratulations to all, and thanks again to our 

delegate, Scott Helms. 

 

 We still have a few technical presentations to fill between now and next 

June. If you have a particular skill to share, or want to show off your 

workspace– please!! It’d be appreciated. Give Lucas a call! 602-505-1344 

Next Meeting– October 1st 
The next meeting will be held 

at the home workshop of Lu-

cas Hathcock RPT. Lucas will 

be discussing soundboard re-

pair and shimming techniques. 

This will be a helpful tutorial 

for anyone who has a little 

sprucing up to do on a board 

and is not quite sure how to go 

about it. Hopefully, his exper-

tise will help fill the gap be-

tween intimidation and confi-

dence, so come over and get a 

‘wedge-ucation’. As usual, the 

start time will be 7PM.  

 

See map on pg. 3 for address  

and details. See you there! 

  President  : 
Eliot Lee, RPT     

 
Vice President: 

Lucas Hathcock, RPT 
 

Treasurer: 
Wendell Smock, RPT 

 
Recording Secretary: 

Lyle Cherry 
 

Librarian: 
Steven Gevirtz 
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The Technical-Working With Veneer  
 
The technical presentation, conducted by Steven Gevirtz, was about a material so common to 

the piano industry, and yet, one that few tuners and technicians have any real experience with. 

Before evolving into his piano business , Steve owned a woodwork-

ing shop just down the street from Az Piano. For 12 years, he was 

engaged in  building high-end custom furniture, cabinetry and all as-

pects of interior fabrication involving wood. From the designer con-

sultation  to the installation of the finished product, he  did it all, and 

his expertise stretches way back to when he was a young boy.  

 

Steve spoke of several aspects related to each process involved in veneer work. For instance, 

regarding the veneer itself, he explained how it is selected, cut and sold– often as a ’fletch’; a 

batch of many slices in series that results in each one having nearly the same pattern or 

’figure’. To produce a sheet large enough to cover a project, the smaller pieces can artistically 

be joined together in a variety of ways. Some advice was given on that 

process, too, which included methods for softening and flattening the 

material, laying it out and styles of matching. He had many examples 

of veneer on display, including  books of ‘samples’ from a supply com-

pany, and some pieces that he is working on. Some other discussion 

was about ‘substrates’- the underlying surfaces that the veneer is glued 

to, as well as information about the different types of glue that are 

commonly used and the importance of mechanical vs. chemical bonds. 

 

Another necessary part of the process talked about was clamping, and Steve displayed his fa-

vorite method. He owns a ‘vacuum press’, which is a contraption resembling a giant zip-lock 

baggie. Inside is a solid surface ‘platen’ and if needed, a ‘caul’ for shaping. He had a caul for 

an arch shape, on which he had previously joined several layers of thin boards. Whatever the 

shape, when all the components are glued and fitted, another flexible protective layer is usually 

put on top, and then the air is  sucked out via a hose hooked to a 

vacuum pump (actually, pushed out by atmospheric pressure, ac-

cording to Steve). The clamping pressure exerted can typically be 

2,000 lbs per square foot!  It was quite a show, and we even learned 

some tips for doing simple repairs on a veneered surface. Just as pi-

anos are covered with this material, Steve also had the material to 

cover the topic very well! Thanks, Steve! 
        
A Resource Tip: Check the website– www.certainlywood.com for veneer & supplies 
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From: Phoenix PTG 
c/o Lyle Cherry 
13038 N 28th St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85032 

Map to our next meeting 

Monday, Oct. 1st at 7:00 PM 

       Home of Lucas Hathcock       
       1885 E. Geneva Dr. 
       Tempe, AZ  85282 

If you received this in print form and have an email address, please consider saving the chapter time,  material and 

postage by allowing us to deliver it to you electronically.  Thank you!                   Contact :   lcherry05@msn.com 

All expressions and opinions within this publication are solely those of the editor and contributors with every attempt 

of accuracy. The Phoenix Chapter of the Piano Technicians Guild is not responsible for unauthorized content.   

                            1885 E. Geneva Dr.  Tempe, Az  85282 


