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    We are off to a great start of the 
new PTG year in our chapter! We re-
cently had our first meeting after the 
summer “break” at AZ Piano, and we 
had great attendance and a really 
good technical presented by Lucas 
Hathcock, RPT. This was Lucas’ first 
foray into teaching a technical session, 
and he did a great job! 
     We also had a good discussion 
about persuading people to teach a 

technical session sometime during the year. The discussion 
ranged from the possibility of providing an honorarium to 
technical instructors, to asking each RPT to present one 
technical every two years. No decisions were made, but 
the discussion was important.  
     In the course of that conversation, someone proposed 
that everybody in the chapter submit two things via email. 
The first would be any technical topics that you would like 
to see addressed. If you are unfamiliar or less proficient 
in a certain area of piano technology, or have a specific 
type of job that you hate to do because it’s too tedious, 
takes too long, or just doesn’t appeal to you, suggest to 
your chapter officers that we do a technical on that topic. 
Chances are good that the person teaching the technical 

session will have some strategy that will make the job a 
little easier the next time you have to do it. 
     The second thing we’d like to you submit via email is 
your willingness to teach a technical session. Don’t take 
for granted things that you do well, even if they don’t 
seem to require a lot of technical skill. For example, 
maybe you can teach a class about replacing elbows or 
bridle straps. I had a colleague in Michigan who taught 
an entire technical session on caster cups! Even though 
such topics might be pretty straightforward stuff, you 
may have a little trick or tip that can help the rest of us 
get through it a little faster or easier. Please email me 
at tuner@helmsmusic.net with your ideas and your 
availability to teach. 
     Finally, I would urge you to avoid the temptation to 
skip a meeting because the technical topic is something 
you’re very familiar with. It seems that, even if I think I 
know a topic like the back of my hand, I still walk away 
from a class about it with some new way to think of it, 
or a different approach that makes it easier. Besides, 
you can throw your own expertise into the discussion 
and make it a richer experience for everybody. This is 
what makes meetings worthwhile for everybody. Hope 
to see you at October’s meeting! 
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Don’t forget: Franz Mohr 
at Steinway of Phoenix 
on October 12th, open 
to technicians 3-6 PM, 
with presentation at 7. 

Next Event: The Ravenscroft Piano with Michael Spreeman, RPT 
Michael Spreeman hosts our next meeting on October 5 at 7:30 PM. 
 Location:  Spreeman Piano Innovations   
   7898 East Acoma Drive, Suite 105  
   Scottsdale, Arizona, 85260 
             See next page for map and additional location info 
RPT and BDK member Michael Spreeman will present an overview of the construc-
tion of his Ravenscroft pianos. Michael has been an instructor at national conventions 
with Schimmel/Renner, teaching damper, action regulation, and voicing classes. Mi-
chael’s pianos have appeared at the last three national PTG conventions, and in the 
PTG Journal. 

Our Last Meeting:   
Lucas Hathcock, RPT gave an excellent 
demonstration of keyframe bedding. 
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Map to our next meeting 
Monday, Oct. 5th at 7:30 PM 
Spreeman Piano Innovations   
7898 East Acoma Drive, Suite 105  
Scottsdale, Arizona, 85260 

Take Loop 101 to Raintree exit and 
go west on Raintree. Turn south on 
Hayden, then west on Acoma to the 
second building on the right (The Ar-
bors). Please enter through the front 
door. 


